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BUNBURY OUTER RING ROAD ROUTE — PORT ACCESS 

1272. Hon Dr STEVE THOMAS to the minister representing the Minister for Transport: 

The Minister for Environment has been waiting for this one! It is “Fun Question” Thursday! 

I refer to the 2010 “Roads to Export” document developed by the South West Development Commission and 
others, which carries the logo and therefore the imprimatur of the then state government, which states on page 11 
that the Bunbury Outer Ring Road and the port access road — 

… provide a high standard route for traffic to access the Bunbury Port and the developing industrial areas 
to the east of Bunbury, without the need to travel through the developed residential and commercial areas 
of Bunbury. The completed BORR will also provide an effective bypass for inter-regional traffic, such as 
the heavy tourist volumes visiting the Margaret River region during holiday periods. 

That is very timely. I also refer to the recent comments of the now Mayor of Bunbury, then a chief of staff of 
government — 

… we want the Forrest Highway access into Bunbury to be the primacy of all design intent and the 
connection between Forrest Highway and the Bunbury Outer Ring Road to be a secondary consideration 
in the design. 

(1) Noting the comments about the now member for Bunbury—the 2010 chief executive officer of the 
South West Development Commission—that “Bunbury MLA Don Punch mirrored the Mayor’s concerns 
and said he would also be following up with Main Roads”, has the member for Bunbury asked the minister 
to make access to Bunbury the primary design consideration for this project? 

(2) If yes to (1), how has the minister responded? 

(3) Do the comments of the member for Collie–Preston in the Minister for Transport’s media release of 
27 April this year that “This project will not only take heavy traffic away from suburban areas of Bunbury 
but allow traffic to flow smoothly on the way to South-West tourist destinations” undermine this proposal 
of primacy? 

(4) Will the government make the primary consideration of this $700 million bypass project, called the 
Bunbury Outer Ring Road, access into the very city it is designed to bypass? 

The PRESIDENT: Member, I might just remind you about standing order 105. You need to be concise; it is not 
a Spanish novela. 

Hon STEPHEN DAWSON replied: 

I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question. 

(1)–(4) This project has in the past received bipartisan support and the state government is currently in the 
planning phase of the project. Main Roads is working with key stakeholders to deliver the most efficient 
and safe route possible that delivers benefits for the south west. The minister urges all elected 
representatives to work constructively to deliver this project and treat the relevant public servants with 
the respect to which they are entitled. 
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